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with Their Parents and an Exploration of the Frame of Analysis
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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to explore whether the phenomenon of both married and unmarried adults’ cohabiting with
their parents in Korean society is “unilaterally parasitic” on the child’s side, or is “interdependent”, characterized by expecta-
tion and dependence from the parent’s side. As a result of this study possessing the characteristics of theoretic research, the
following propensities of parent-dependent adults have been discussed. First of all, it was discovered that the ratio of adult
children dependent on and cohabiting with their parents is considerable. Second, parents cohabiting with their adult children
have unfavorable sociological features, such as high age, low level of education and income, and lower standards of education
and income, compared to parents in normal households. Third, it was found that parent-dependent adults in Korean society
maintain a relatively high rate of financial activity and stable employment-based occupation status. Fourth, it was shown that
the level of satisfaction on the relationship between parent-dependent adults and their parents was discovered to be high,
which is contrastive to the prediction of negative results based on some previous researches. Single adult children’s age, their
level of education and financial activity status, and their parents” age and level of education were deducted as variables related
to the level of satisfaction of the relationship between parents and their children. It seems that the issue of married and
unmarried adults’ cohabiting with their parents in Korean society should be approached from various perspectives such as
political, economic, socio-cultural and developmental aspects. On the basis of this fundamental awareness and several of the
materials, it is pertinent that approaches to both married and unmarried adults’ cohabiting with parents in Korean society
should be distinguished from approaches to those in Japanese or Western society because it reflects the uniqueness of Korean
society. In the phenomenon of married and unmarried adults” cohabiting with their parents in Korean society, there are several
factors besides the economic factor, especially the socio-cultural factor that have the characteristics of mutual dependence
between parents and their children rather than those of unilateral parasitism, in contrast with the phenomenon in Japanese
or Western society. This research was aimed to contribute by establishing basic data for policy making by providing necessary
information to treat the issues of instability and anxiety related to families and reflection on the matters of generations and

parent-child relationships in current Korean society.
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Table 1. Residential Situation of 30 to 40 Population by Relations with Householder
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2003 2005 2010 2013 years ago (B-A)
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tion ratio tion ratio tion ratio tion ratio rate
30-49
age . 3,669,864 100.0 3,416,852 100.0 3,290,321 100.0 3,502,404 100.0 -167,480 -4.6
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(Native)
Children of
householder 5, ;5 9.44 390,172 114 484,663 147 570,891 166 224,576 4.8
or spouses
of children

* Source: Statistics Korea. "Population and Housing Total Research,, each year, the National Statistics Portal (KOSIS).
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FaHel o7 oA AR FAS FES AW YE =
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Aololgte Aals =11, 715 L AR - AbS)e] FEA QY
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2010L:1 154 o] MEATIES Bo] =5 AAE 7}
(A GH - A7 Tz oA of st A3l
7} 51% 2 71 =kon, 2k Aot Hdlle 1 o

S R|FR= 304%, 2222 S Aok dl= A= 15%
B AT 200611 5-E 20109712 AR,
R %ﬂ—obﬂ el 2hq7F FRo) =% HAE YAk
e Asls Blg&o Arl Ax = 7FASE whd, 7]-5_(1}
W) B - AL 25 Al]lolgte dalle 22 7t A
A S/ TS R 222 sfds)or dtte 3R
HISE 28] A== F7FekAl = Aok

o] #X& 7P HZo A=el 2012d FAME BE ot
29 Wzo] Utk ‘22 A (139%) 2 VIS ZE- -
ALY (48.7%) = Xt ZO1E G| olH, 7HSH(AAY (33.2%)

—

AFH sfmzo] Bafol A o] UF Ak B2 o 3 IJEAR - AFslyE2%)E k7 SOl SAoluk 11
2, 283l o= ARG R FEsiA AFEdY & ol WeS FAFos v, g e v =2)(7.0%),
S277F o] sy BEUlZ A8k ojed 7N ks Ex M2 (3.9%), ‘A F 5 A= AF(13.9%)
HollM FZ71el= AdEe] FRAA 2 5 AAA = EolE Aoy, ‘BE AU (o= 2 (745%)= 10%
R RAER W Folt RRE BYIE Zo] ol WA A5 Rl olH@ FRo) WHE Fal wrw
70 B0, =50l BRI} AGSOA AT Rl vl 15o] AT ol ofSuEt o) B
= Zlo] BdsHA WolsoHa Rt AUE ¥ 7w S Ho] AYE Aok = WO E W} dojut
e AL o9} Po] k¥ E T AL EATE 2 UL T & A
7 oJnlE 2l A8 Rolch T $ASE BF FIelo] AHHoZ B W), =
Table 2. Opinion on Old Parent Support (%)
Al Family and  Other
Resolve Famil Govern- Govern-
Total self-sufficiently (Chll(i; Sg:}edzlsl;s;e daiogr;l{er_ Ds?;%i}:i;v\cf)r (:)uisdraild cimﬁs;; ment‘ and (‘ment
r-in-laws in-laws daughters) children society  society, etc.)
2006 100.0 7.7 60.7 15.8 7.0 1.0 519 244 291 25
2008 100.0 114 372 9.8 45 1.0 69.9 147 477 37
2010 100.0 15.0 30.4 121 73 22 63.0 15.5 51.0 3.6
2012 100.0 139 33.2 7.0 39 0.8 74.5 13.9 48.7 42

*Source: Statistics Korea. "Population and Housing Total Research,, each year, the National Statistics Portal (KOSIS).

Question: Who do you think should take care of aging parents ?

Who among the family do you think should take care of aging parents? (When he answered the family)
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e
b

RoheE ] HL-2 20054 50.7%00 4] 2013 73.0% =
destgon, Adel o] Aa Altks SR 2005
493%°14 2013 27.0% =2 A stk

ole3t HES zhetaithd, @A) = AF3| oA 30~40
Zn37} R e} 3 ARs v o] ST THE A 2
oA =% FA 3% oAt ©E Flojgtal B

H:I&

Folee #3e 4 Al oele Zwo] it Holx Bm ZolAel ulg )
7} 73l AR Rk d4A A1 ofzde] o] gk 7t
3) Adste] =5 57 3% =362 72 49 gl Agolone Aoy 2u
FellA] B3l miel o] MFH o= Ty ARF A E = o] Astttar #4E + Utk
Foll A e} o] Aal g WS Vdete SHol A
O & Aol s old oAl 2l B d el 2 1) A9t BAGE ol
A FEleHA Fadhe FAIE Holal Stk =FE AlY Sl = AREJOllA mFoll 2 9} SR A
So t)g AR} ATk o]F olds) Wrda] F1 Q. RE 2o oA jEeTHE o 4o] AurH o]
o} 2011 SAIZEAL Aol ofshd, 604 o) =RAAT 2Rl oG AT AT o]H 7k oA dHo] A7)
F 708%E BF Ash 2ol Ax Aol A e Ao & BAL BAT 4 AT <Table 4>9] A&7} 0| H
2 YEI T Statistics Korea, 2012) & F=d), 20119 A9} BASE o5 E& 2y,
<Table 3>9] 2At2 5 a4 HH, 2hq9t TAIL 41X BAA olft ToE Aqe] SHAYRo| E7FssiA 29.9%,
Table 3. Intention on Cohabitation with Children Henceforward (%)
Total ~ Willing to cohabit Not willir.lg o Free nursing home or Payed nursing home or
cohabit Own house & welfare center Other
welfare: center (Silver town, etc.)
2005 100.0 493 50.7 81.7 105 58 19
2007  100.0 389 61.1 81.0 134 51 0.5
2009  100.0 36.9 63.1 66.4 20.3 111 22
2011 100.0 29.2 70.8 80.2 119 6.0 19
2013 100.0 27.0 73.0 78.8 154 52 0.7

*Source: Statistics Korea "Population Housing Total Research, each year, the National Statistics Portal (KOSIS).
Question: Do you want to cohabit with your children? If you do not want, where do you want to live henceforward? (60 years old).

Table 4. Reason on Current Cohabitation with Children (the main reply) (%)
@e’§ ir.ldepen.dent For Children’s For custody of .Both capable .of (.)the.r

total life is impossible child- independent life  grandchildren as mdepend.ent life, (child is a

(incom, support is impossible well as for but de51r(?s to s.tudent or

health, etc.) (economic, support on cohabit minor, etc.)

health reasons) housework

2011 100.0 323 404 299 105 216 3.6
2013 100.0 36.0 395 293 102 18. 42

*Source: Statistics Korea. "Population and Housing Total Research,, each year, the National Statistics Portal (KOSIS).
Question: If you wish to cohabit with your children, please fill out the reason. (Respondents over the age of 60 cohabit with

children)
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<Figure 1> Frame of Analysis for Adult Children Living with Parents in Korean Society
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